Color appearance of the papilla in normal and glaucomatous eyes. A photopapillometric study.
The brightness of the papilla in three groups of subjects (young normal subjects, elderly normal subjects, and patients with glaucoma) was measured with a photopapillometer. By employing a sensor 1.0 mm in diameter with a fundus magnification of X2.5, it was possible to study specific sites on the rim of the papilla. Comparison of the values obtained indicated relatively little difference in the brightness of the two sites measured in the left eyes and an obvious difference in those measured in the right eyes, the temporal side being markedly brighter. This pattern persisted throughout all groups, including that of the patients with glaucoma. There was an interesting correlation between the brightness differences observed in the papilla of the subjects and the relative symmetry of the distribution of their retinal vessels.